
lear G, ran Benson chairman councillors parishioners hrstorians et al

j] '"^ras rvith great interest and excitement when I read about the catterall Mill Race sluice GateD rn ionl

lncidentally my brother in law John Towers was the Chairperson of Catterall parish Council when
3 special levy was struck to allow council to purchase what is now much valued The eueenElizabeth ll Playing field

Re crossley ownership and use of catterall worsted Mill which became a Bobbin
Mill and Catterall lron Works

As mentroned by John Waite in the "sluice gate Project" My great great grandfather Thomascross e; DouQht carterail Miil in the earry ei"gnteen nineties

From family records and research at Lancashire County Council Bow Lane preston I discoveredthe Crossleys of Catterallo-wnership and use of Catterill Milt (Bobbin trren lron Works)Wyre Bank(a Mill Owners Cottage) Willow House and adjacent Workshdp Mill ponds rr71itt na"" and RiverCalder Sluice Gate

Thomas Crossley (1835 - 19^19) was a tetstile engineer roller repairer and maker at Brock Bottomsand Catterall when living at Shelly Row (formerry" rraint Cake Row) 1e purcniseO from iaoy Si,"rfvEstate Wyre Bank Catterall Mill Willow House frriitt ponds and lt4ili Race to the recenily rebuiltsluice Gate

Five generations of crossley Textile Eng-ineers namely Thomas (1s35 - 191g) and his son John(1863-1914) his son my father Arlhur i1-896 - 1 95S) unO ,v self and brother Artnu, Wiliam (192g -2009) and his son Paul lived in Catterall at Wyre Binf anO or Willow House and worked Catteralllron Works or the Workshop next to Willow House Paul's son Simon is the sixth generation ofCrossleys now living in Catterall
During the depression Catterall lron Works declined and after WW 11 part of the building wassublet to makers of trailers and exhaust pipes

My father Arthur Crossley was a textile engineer and poultry farmer of hens turkeys ducks andgeese which fed from the Mill Ponds and housed in cibins iln the field between the Mill Race andth.e meandering River Calder we also ran cattle on this field and aojusieo a donxey tromBlackpool called Mary
Due to the decline after WW 11 of the Textile lndustry Arthur bu]]t a precise engineering workshopnext to Willow House and machined car components for Rover Ford Daimler et al

My father and Ernie Collinson were friends and we machined a component of an aluminiummilking machine he had designed

- :-:':--= s a -:s A;1::i'r,'. a- i ae * ga a:o ,,'r' rnston o,,vned wyre Bankwillow House Milltrl-: a-: 
"' =ace Late 1970sArtnlr!^,' tia;i becamethesoleownerandsoldpartof theMill

==:= :: :-c :ertent manufacture Brierley on Catterall Gate Lane

L e'Ire ;,,ears Colltnson bought most of the Crossley real estate

r 2Cl I Collinson demolished the Mill Owners Cottage Wyre Bank and replaced it with a Car park

saul Cross[e;' 2nO family now live in Willow House and continue the Crossley Engineer dynasty
stantec n 1834 by direct ascendent James Crossley (1804-1973)

hope this information is of interest and value

Regards John Winston Crossley Sydney Australia

lalrofrr^- C**It



Iohn Winston Crossley(l9a0-?)

| \'!' Crossley B Sc[Hons) London; TTTC Manchester; Dip Ed University of Technology Sydney;
\1 Sc i'Ph'sics) Macquarie Sydney; M A (Educarion and work) Macquarie Sydney;
Dip C:mp l- niversity of Technology Sydney; MInstB Ch phy UK,

Enclosed t'4aps 1847 catterail worsted tMill and pyrmont works
1896 catterall lron works wyre Bank willow House and Mill pond

J-^+^

lvlill cw'ners cottaEe lA/yre Bank in 20'10 the year it was demolished

My mothers (with the Healy sisters was an active member of the
Kirkland womens lnstitutefor 19 years) 1g66 painting of the lron works

as it was in the early 1920's

Aerial photographs 1966 Wyre Bank Catterall lron Works demolished 1g9g
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tS96 Catterall trfOn trSgr}$ Wyre Bankis betl,reen sp:ingand lowersluice labeling

and Willow llouse is to the risht Mill Poud lahel



Mill Owners Cottage Wyre Bank roro
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